Laurel Run Reservoir Dam
Failure

D. E. Stump Jr.
Office of Surface Mining
Appalachian Region, Pittsburgh, PA
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Satellite Photograph July 19, 1977
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Six Dams Failed

128 Million gallons of Water
Released

The largest structure was the
Laurel Run Dam
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Laurel Run Dam

10 Year Old Earthen Structure
Impounded 100 Million Gallons of Water
42 Foot High Embankment

Owned by the Johnstown Water Authority
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Laurel Run Reservoir Dam Breach




Cross-Section of Dam Breach
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Tanneryville on-LatretRun




Consequences

$300 Million in Damages
78 People Died (40 Lived in Tanneryville)

Many Downtown Businesses Close
Permanently

Set in Motion Dam Safety Guidelines
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Donald E. Stump Jr. PE
Civil Engineer

Office of Surface Mining
Appalachian Region

3 Parkway Center

Pittsburgh, PA 15220
Phone: 412.937.2164
~AX:412.937.3012

E-mail: dstump@osmre.gov




