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AUTHORIZATION TO PROCEED

Austin Gap Highwall Elimination Project
Site No. 14201

Priority 3: 300 ft. (H) Highwall
Estimated Cost: No cost, $0.00

Dickenson County, Virginia

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed
(ATP) request to the Office of Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE),
Knoxville Field Office (KFO) for the Austin Highwall Elimination Project. The ATP request
consists of a Categorical Exclusion Certification and Determination (CE), with eligibility
documentation, consultation correspondence, project description, and location maps.

The Austin Gap Highwall Elimination site is located off State Route (SR) 627, approximately 1.6
miles north of West Dante in Dickenson Coimty, VA. Coordinates for the approximate project
location center are latitude 37° 0' 02"N, and longitude 82° 19' 27"W. Project area mapping is
comprised of the Nora and St. Paul USGS 7.5 Min. Quadrangles. The project site is within the
Dismal Ridge Problem Area, VA000385. The project site is approximately four acres which
encompasses 300 feet of highwall created by pre-SMCRA surface mining in the Upper Barmer
coal seam. Reclamation will consist of backfilling an abandoned mine land highwall to restore
approximate original contour. Backfill material will be non-toxic excess spoil material fi"om an
adjacent surface mine.

Through this reclamation, DMLR will apply the OSMRE approved VA program clarification to
its regulatory interpretation of § 4 VAC 25-130-816/817.76 concerning excess spoil disposal (65
FR 5781-5784, February 7, 2000), to use excess spoil from a Title V permitted coal mining
operation to reclaim an abandoned mine land (AML) project site. The excess spoil will be placed
on the AML site in accordance with the AML reclamation guidelines (66 FR 31250-31258, Jime
11, 2001) and the provisions of a no-cost contract executed between DMME and the contractor
(The Banner Company). DMLR will require the contractor to post an AML bond on the site of
$250/acre. The excess spoil is sediment that has accumulated in sediment control structures for
the VA permit 1101671.


















