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Hurricane Fork Gob Pile Project
Site No: 14303
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Priority 3: (GO) Gob Pile/Priority 2: (DS) Dangerous Slide/Priority 3: (H) Highwall
Estimated Cost: $507,000
Russell County, Virginia

The Virginia Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy (DMME), Division of Mined Land
Reclamation (DMLR), Abandoned Mine Land Section submitted an Authorization to Proceed
(ATP) request for Federal Abandoned Mine Land (AML) grant funds to the Office of Surface
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement (OSMRE), Knoxville Field Office (KFO) for the
Hurricane Fork Gob Pile Project from Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 grant funds. DMLR's ATP
request consists of a Categorical Exclusion Certification and Determination (CE), Project
Eligibility, determination and findings for government financed construction projects, and
resource consultation documentation. The project area is located off State Route 621,1.8 miles
north of South Clinchfield in Russell County, Virginia. The project will eliminate 4 acres of
Priority 3 gob pile (GO), abate 6.0 acres of Priority 2 dangerous slide (DS), and 2, 000 feet of
Priority 3 highwall (H) AML features. The project is located in Problem Area VA000575 ENH.

Reclamation activities will entail: installing, maintaining, and removing temporary erosion and
sedimentation control throughout construction; excavating the gob piles; extinguishing all
combustion found; removing all material down to natural ground and topsoil; and applying
revegetation materials.

The gob pile associated with this project is being handled as 10 separate piles (phases). The
AML project will involve 10 phases with two operational sequences each. Sequence 1 will allow
removal of up to 5,000 tons of marketable coal waste to determine marketability. If the company
finds this material cannot be economically screened and marketed, or physically processed at the
Title V regulated facility planned for use by the operation, it will regrade the gob pile slopes
affected by excavation, topsoil the affected areas, and revegetate all disturbances with non-
invasive species. If the company finds this material can be economically screened or physically
processed at the Title V regulated facility plarmed foruse by the operation, it will begin
Sequence 2. Sequence 2 will constitute a contract commitment to remove the respective phase of
the coal wastegob pile down to natural ground and original topsoil, restoring the affected area to










